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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Special Meeting – August 19, 2020 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey NH  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by the Chair. Present were Chair Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., 
Sylvester Karasinski and W. William Hutwelker III, also present was Administrative Assistant Jenna 
Fraunfelder.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Moderator Bruce Tatro 
 
DISCUSSION 
Colby opened the meeting and a site plan of potential voting at the Airport was passed around. Tatro 
briefly explained the site plan to the Selectmen. Hutwelker asked if the Airport Manager was ok with the 
layout.  Tatro stated he didn’t know. Colby said he thinks Town Administrator Michael Branley did talk to 
him and they are on board.  Hutwelker said he was talking more about the layout because they still have 
to conduct business. 
 
There were some discussion on how to handle temperature checks and how that will work. Colby stated 
the town will have masks and hand sanitizer available. Hutwelker asked how we are going to handle the 
General Election with the amount of people that will come out to vote. What are we going to do with 
the people in line, where will they wait? Tatro said they will have to line up. Karasinski said we can use 
cones to mark a 6 ft distance between folks standing in line.  
 
Colby said Whitcomb Hall will not work; Tatro stated there is not enough area downstairs. Tatro said he 
is not in favor of using upstairs; Colby stated the lift is too slow. Colby asked if the Airport is viable for a 
polling place.  Karasinski said the primary would be a good test.  Colby asked Tatro if the parking lot at 
the airport was lit, Tatro replied it is. Karasinski asked if Thomas Transportation or Enterprise was still 
using the parking lot. Colby said if they are, they would have to be told about voting. Tatro raised a 
question that the airport is close to the City of Keene and Colby said the proposed fire station is only a 
mile down the road so it’s not that far for people.  
 
Hutwelker asked how they would publicize a change in polling place. Karasinski said the Keene Sentinel 
would most likely do a story, he also asked Fraunfelder about the amount of email subscribers the 
Town’s website had.  She said she didn’t know the exact number but would find out and report back. 
Facebook was also mentioned. Also discussed was any notice would include the guidelines that would 
need to be followed and if a person does not wish to follow them, they can get an absentee ballot.  
 
Hutwelker said about 30 people have either emailed or called him to speak for or against the change in 
location. This made him realize people form opinions base on the leaders of the building. He stated we 
are taking on a lot in a short period of time, and we need to let people know we don’t have the ability to 
notify the public properly in this short of time. We don’t even know if the City of Keene will approve the 
site plan. Hutwelker thinks we should stay in the current polling place during COVID because we know 
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what we have. He also stated it really has made him look at the new fire station for the future polling 
place. Karasinski said he agrees with Hutwelker. Colby stated if we stay with the church he wants a 
serious consideration about the Airport for November’s election.  He would like to make a decision right 
after the Primary Election. Hutwelker stated we still have to figure out the General Election and how we 
are going to handle the number or people. Hutwelker asked Tatro to see how many people we can have 
in the airport and the church at one time. 
 
There was a consensus to have voting at the church for the Primary election in September and make a 
decision at the beginning of September about the General Election.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Board adjourned their meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jenna Fraunfelder, Administrative Assistant 
Approved on August 26, 2020 


